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Cellist	to	annoy	pianist	at	random	points	during	rests	using	various	means,	i.e	throwing	pretend	tomatoes,		balloons,	blowing	party	blowers	etc.
Pianist	to	mime	frustration	while	playing!
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Come to the Circus! 
A Piano Accompaniment Workshop 

For advanced cello and early-grade pianists 
 

Samantha Jellett 

 
 



Come to the Circus! 
A Piano Accompaniment Workshop 

 
Workshop Aims: 
 

1. To give very young pianists, who often only play by themselves or to their teacher, 
the opportunity to engage in a group music-making activity. 

2. To inspire the pianists by giving them the chance to accompany a professional 
musician. 

3. To teach the skills of accompanying: keeping time, following the soloist, interacting 
musically with another person. 

 
How these aims are to be achieved: 
 
The workshop must be fun and the environment friendly and relaxed.  Children can dress 
as circus characters if they wish and circus ‘props’ will be provided (juggling balls, stilts, 
diablos etc.).  Concepts must be introduced gently and in an interesting way; e.g the 
workshop will begin with an introduction to the history of circus music, looking at the 
‘Screamer’ march and the B-flat chord which was sounded as a trick was successfully 
performed.  The first music to be played will be our version of a ‘Screamer’ march; The Big 
Top, to be performed by the solo cello, 6 hands on the piano (or more if 2 pianos 
available), and all other children playing percussion.  We will then play a B-flat chord 
game: one child performs a circus trick and then other children try playing the chord at 
exactly the same time as cello and each other (several children on piano at once).  Then 
the cellist and teacher-pianist will play a piece to display the art of accompanying in an 
exaggerated way: Clowning Around; the children will listen and then discuss 
accompanying techniques and challenges.  Only after a drink/snack break will the children 
rehearse their pieces with the cellist.  Children not playing at any one time will be expected 
to listen, learn and make comments if they wish.  The pieces will all be performed in a 
short presentation to parents at the end of the session. 
 
Suggested timings: 
 
2 p.m.: children arrive, register, can try out circus props or do themed colouring. 
2.15 -3.15 p.m.: First session (The Name Game, The Big Top, B-flat chord game, Clowning 
Around and discussion) 
3.15-3.45 p.m.: Drink/snack with optional colouring for younger children 
3.45- 4.30 p.m.: Second session (rehearsal and discussion of younger children’s pieces) 
4.30-4.45 p.m.: Circus game 
4.45-5.30 p.m.: Third session (rehearsal and discussion of older children’s pieces; can 
carry on into tea) 
5.30- 6 p.m.: Tea 
6 p.m.: Performance to parents (The Big Top, Clowning Around and individual pieces) 
 
 
 
 



Music: 
 
A number of compositional issues must be addressed.  Firstly, each part must be of an 
appropriate standard.  The cello line must be technically and musically appropriate for the 
soloist, using the full melodic and expressive range of the instrument.  It does, however, 
need to be straightforward enough for the child accompanist to follow.  The piano 
accompaniments must be exactly the right standard for the intended pianists, working 
within the technical demands of the different grade levels.  However, to ensure that the 
children are able to concentrate on the new skill of accompanying a soloist, they need to 
be given music that they can play with ease, which will be roughly one grade lower than 
their current solo playing level.  The pieces will be as follows (those in bold have already 
been composed: 
 
The Big Top (group piece), Clowning Around (demonstrative piece) 
 
Pieces for beginners: Jugglers’ Jive, All in a Spin: The Plate-Spinners, Biceps Boogie: 
The Strong Man 
 
Grade 1 pieces: Who’s the Boss?: The Lion Tamer, A Hot Meal: The Fire-Eater, A Red 
Rag to a Bull,  Don’t look Down: The Tightrope Walker, 
 
Grade 2 pieces: Hard to Swallow: The Sword-Swallower, One Wheeled-Wonder: The 
Unicyclist, Chromatic Acrobatics, Canine Clowns 
 
Grade 3-4 pieces: A Sweet Interlude: Candy Floss and Popcorn, Friends in High Places: 
The Trapeze Artists, A Fine Lady on a White Horse 
 
 
Marketing Possibilities if workshop is successful: 
 

A. Sell as a package for teachers to put on workshop themselves.  Make solo part 
available for other instruments, i.e flute, clarinet, violin etc. 

B. Offer piano teachers a visiting workshop 
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Cellist	to	annoy	pianist	at	random	points	during	rests	using	various	means,	i.e	throwing	pretend	tomatoes,		balloons,	blowing	party	blowers	etc.
Pianist	to	mime	frustration	while	playing!
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Gradually	open	eyes,	looking	indignant
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